The Tea Houses in the Japanese Garden

The tea house "Kuho-an" on the Chubu University campus is an exact replica
of the Rikyu Tea Arbor built in the 16th century A.D. in Yamazaki, Kyoto, and
has been constructed in precise accordance with the original measurement
written in Sukiya-Kuhoushu, a historical document of building construction
and architecture of the above period. As a result, the Chubu University model
conforms exactly to the specifications of the original Rikyu design, according
to Dr. Heizaemon Itoh, Professor Emeritus of Chubu University. This tea house
was given the name, "Kuho-an", taken from Sukiya-Kuhoushu. In addition, an
almost 200 year-old cloister from Kannonji Temple was also moved to the site.
This traditional wooden house was originally located on an island in the area
of Seto-Naikai.

The house was disassembled and then, with the help of careful research by
the Chubu University architectural faculty, reconstructed next to the Tea
House. Itis named "Doun-tei" after a mountain on Shodoshima Island in
Seto-Naikai where it originally stood. A traditional Japanese garden has also
been added to complete the serene atmosphere of site.

"Kuho-an" Tea House, "Doun-tei" Traditional House, and the Japanese garden
were designed and built principally by the faculty and students of Chubu
University and are a tribute to Japanese cultural heritage.

Four years after "Doun-tei" was constructed, "Ranka-ken", tea arbor was built
just to the east of "Doun-tei" in the fall of 1995. Timbers remaining from the
building of "Doun-tei" were used in its construction. Dr. Heizaemon Itoh
designed the tea arbor in appreciation of the 30 years he spent at Chubu
University performing research and teaching in the field of architecture. He
named the tea arbor "Ranka-ken (The House of the Ax with the Rotten
Handle)", which best describes the time he spent at Chubu. "Ranka-ken" is the
tale of a woodsman who became so engrossed in a game of "go" that he was
unaware of the passage of time. When the game was finished, he lifted his ax
to leave, but the handle crumbled in his hand. 30 years had passed while he
was enjoying the game. The completion of "Ranka-ken" has added another
relaxing spot to our campus.
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